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Vivika Vergara (847) 899-8530

Rowena Vergara (773) 612-5552

AAFC2009Media@gmail.com
JOURNALIST EUNA LEE TO BE KEYNOTE SPEAKER AT 

27TH ANNUAL LUNAR NEW YEAR CELEBRATION IN CHICAGO
Event to highlight political forum, community outreach and keynote address from detained journalist 


CHICAGO, Nov. 25, 2009 – With less than two months to go before the city’s largest gala event brings more than a dozen cultures together, the Asian American Coalition of Chicago (AACC) announces its keynote speaker for the 27th annual Lunar New Year celebration.  Euna Lee will speak about her experiences as an Asian American journalist.  The event takes place on Saturday, January 23, 2010 at the Hyatt Regency O’Hare.

Lee was detained in North Korea with fellow Current TV journalist Laura Ling.  The two were arrested in March for entering the country illegally.  They were later pardoned in August after President Bill Clinton secured their release on a diplomatic visit to North Korea.

The January 2010 event’s theme is “Bridging Generations and Cultures for Progress” and is being hosted by the Filipino community.  In addition to the keynote address, a political forum will take place at 4:30 p.m.  Here, voters can pose questions to candidates running for office.  Primary elections take place on February 2, 2010.       

“The forum will be a very unique part of our event because it will allow our community the chance to ask their questions before heading to the polls,” said AACC gala event chair Aurora Austriaco.  “Celebrating our community’s diversity and accomplishments are important but we also have a duty to educate and empower as well.”

The Honorable Tammy Duckworth, Cook County States Attorney Anita Alvarez and community leaders will be in attendance.


AACC will also honor the contributions of those working in and reaching out to the Asian American community.  Emerging leaders who are in high school or freshmen in college will also be recognized for their efforts to get other area youth involved in the Asian American community.
In addition, cultural dance, displays and artwork will be showcased.

The evening will begin at 4:30 p.m. with a free, and open to the public political forum where candidates will participate in a Q & A forum.  Reception follows at 5:30 p.m. with the opening ceremony and ticketed dinner kicking off at 6:30 p.m. 


Tables are still available but going fast.  To reserve and buy, contact Mae Espina at maeespina@mac.com or Aurora Austriaco at aaustriaco@austriacolaw.com.


AACC sponsors both the annual Lunar New Year Celebration and the weeklong Asian American Festival at Chicago’s Richard J. Daley Center which celebrate more than a dozen different cultures. Over the years, our Coalition has included representatives of the Bangladeshi, Burmese, Cambodian, Chinese, Filipino, Indian, Indonesian, Japanese, Korean, Laotian, Malaysian, Nepalese, Pakistani, Sri Lankan, Thai and Vietnamese communities.


For event highlights and sneak peaks, follow us on Twitter @AACChicago.  More information about AACC can also be found at www.AACChicago.org.
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